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Dea r S e c c c t acy Dor t c h , 

I am wri c i ng yo u a b o ut t he hi g h co~t o f in - s t ate p hon e s c a l l s 

f oe i nmates i n th e Pe n nsy l v a ni a state pc i s on syst e m. My pa r ;: nts 

l i v e o n l y 0 112 c o un t y b e l o•-1 the on~ thi s p r i son SCI Mahdn o y i s 

locatdd i n . Ye t i t co6 ts $5 . 15 pl u s 6 % Sa l ed tax , wh i ch comes t o 

a b o u :. $ 5 . 50 , to c al 1 them . Thi ::> i .; f a r mo r e expens i v e th a n it 

c oa t s for ou t - o f - state ~hone c all s . 

I ac c e p t any ~un is hmen t I ha v e i ncurr ~d d u ~ to My cr i me. I cio 

not wr i~e to comp lain abo u t f ood , wageJ , o r ocher in- house i s aue s 

t o a ny gov 1:? cn111ent a g e nc y. Bu t the se p hon e rate s are µen a l iz i ng 

fa iil liy meinbers mo r e t han a n yon e . Hy ~a r~ n ts ace i n t nei c l a t e 

7!J ' s . They can not visi t ve r y o f t e n. So a ll th e y have a r ·::: t h.a 

9 hone c a lls I ca n nia ke o n a pho11e caco I h a ve t o p urchase i n:::> i d2 

the ~r i sen . Th i s i s be c a us e t o a cra~g e co l l e c t c a lls i s s u ch a 

h d s s le , and pcob l ...:;na t i c, espec i a ll y f o e eld o:: .c l y p.:opl t: , tha t it 

is JU~t ea s ier for c~ t o pucchaJ~ these p re~d id phon e c ards . 

Bu t as I s ta tea the c o s t o f eac h c a l 1 is 8 xorb i tan t a no 

u n Jus tif i ad . The r e c i d ivism c a tes fo r i nmat e s i s bad enough b u t 

any t h i ng th a t plac e~ a g r 1:a t er bu.ede n on a n i n mate ma i n t a in i ng 

~o~ i t i v~ t i e s a nd reint o r c eman ts f rom h i s fam i l y wil l only adu to 

th~ like l inood a par o l ed i ntnate wi ll r e t urn . Cha r g i ag $5.50 ( th i s 

i ncluo a s the sa l e s t a x for the phone c a cd ) fo r a 1 5 mi n ute c a ll 

ha s no t'.>enologica l b e nefi t o ther tha n h e l p i ng t he coffe n:> o f the 

L)h o ne COtnl-> a n i c :;; . 

? le a:::;e not ~ I wo ul ci l ike t h i s to be a p a L·t o f a p u b l i c 

c o mmen t on WC Doc ke t Nuillb~r 12 - 375 a nd I would l ike the se 

cowment s to b e made a pa r t of t he p ub l i c 0 ocke t . I 

S i ncec e l~fot,~ 

tha nk you ! D 
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